
 

Kelly O’Dwyer MP  
Minister for Jobs and Industrial Relations 

Minister for Women 

TRANSCRIPT 
 

SKY NEWS BUSINESS 
TICKY FULLERTON 
2 OCTOBER 2018 

 
E&OE 

SUBJECTS: law breaking by unions 

TICKY FULLERTON: 

Going back to our exclusive story this afternoon broken by my colleague Leo Shanahan – the never 

before seen footage of union delegates behaving badly. Let’s get some perspective on this. Joining 

us as well is the newly-minted Industrial Relations Minister Kelly O’Dywer, who’s live from Adelaide. 

Minister, thank you so much for taking the time to join us here. 

MINISTER O’DWYER: 

Great pleasure, Ticky. 

TICKY FULLERTON: 

Now, if I could take you back to that Father’s Day tweet by John Setka – and the Prime Minister at 

that stage was open to deregistering the CFMEU, he said: this is the straw that breaks the camel’s 

back. Is the camel’s back broken? 

MINISTER O’DWYER: 

Well, what we’ve seen with that footage that you have uncovered – and full credit to you, Ticky and 

Leo for uncovering what has been a blatant act by the mega militant union, the CFMEU, basically 

saying how fantastic it is that they are above the law, that they will break the law, that they see 

themselves as above the law, that the law does not apply to them. This is a blatant disregard for the 

rule of law. It is certainly not something that we as a Government will tolerate. Everyone has to obey 

the law. 

TICKY FULLERTON: 

Will you move to try to deregister the union? 

MINISTER O’DWYER: 

Well, as you know, the MUA and the CFMEU have actually merged and it is very, very difficult to 

actually deregister what are segments of the union that are militant, that are very clear in saying 



that they’re not going to pay any attention to the law; we’ve seen only today the most recent 

decision by the Federal Court that talks again about the fact that the CFMEU has a flagrant disregard 

for the law. They’ve been given yet another fine, which takes them up to over a million dollars in 

fines in this financial year alone; we’ve seen more than $16 million worth of fines for their disregard 

of the law. There are about 71 of their officials who are in front of the courts now with around about 

32 matters.  

They have been said to be one of the most recidivist organisations in history when it comes to 

breaking the law – and these are comments that are being made by Federal Court judges. Something 

does need to be done about this and the Government has got legislation… 

LEO SHANAHAN: 

[Interrupts] Sorry, Minister – what is the Government’s plan, then? We know the record of the 

CFMEU and now this MUA super-union, as you’ve put it – what is the Government’s plan in dealing 

with them, especially – as they’ve pointed out – their capacity to not just shut down the skyline but 

shut down the ports at the same time, does the Government have the stomach for a fight with this 

union? 

MINISTER O’DWYER: 

Well, absolutely. Because if we don’t, it will be chaos and lawlessness across the board and we know 

that. And the implications are very significant – not only for our economy, but you think of all of the 

small businesses that will be impacted, those people who can’t get things on and off the wharf; the 

cost to consumers in actually paying for those goods; you think about as well the cost for people 

who want to actually have a job and keep a job – the cost to workers is incredibly significant. 

TICKY FULLERTON: 

Yes. Now you, Minister, were trying to get your Ensuring Integrity Bill through recently. That would 

be legislation that would lower the threshold to be able to deregister a union. You came up against 

some crossbenchers who were a bit uncomfortable with that – I mean, is this the sort of footage – 

that Leo has managed to obtain – this the sort of footage that might convince them to go forward 

and support your bill? 

MINISTER O’DWYER: 

Well, I certainly hope so. And I’m in South Australia today; I have been talking with crossbench 

Senators about the Ensuring Integrity Bill. But most importantly, it shouldn’t really come down to 

crossbenchers having to make this decision in the Senate – the only reason it does come down to 

them is because Bill Shorten lacks the leadership of someone like a Paul Keating and a Bob Hawke 

who were prepared to actually draw the line at militant disregard for the law when it came to 

militant unions. You only need to take the example of the BLF when Bob Hawke, together with the 

ACTU, actually said: no, enough is enough, we are not prepared to stand for lawlessness. And they 

actually passed legislation with cooperation of the union movement itself. But right now you have 

got the ACTU who actually have a campaign of law breaking. They want law breakers to become law 

makers and they are doing this in conjunction with Bill Shorten, the Leader of the Labor Party. 

TICKY FULLERTON: 

Now, just how damaging do you think, potentially, the MUA combined with the CFMEU could be at 

the moment, if they wanted to be? 



MINISTER O’DWYER: 

Well, they have demonstrated a capacity to be incredibly damaging. I mean, you only need to look at 

the statistics that have been brought forward by the Master Builders Association, where they talk 

about the fact that construction in this country costs around 30 per cent more than it should 

because of the lawlessness on building sites around the country. 

Now, we have got a building regulator in place – the Australian Building and Construction 

Commission – that is trying to impose some law and order on building sites, to actually bring down 

that cost. Because when you think about it, that’s actually paid by Australian taxpayers. They’re 

paying more for schools and hospitals and other important public infrastructure than they should 

because of the actions by these militant mega unions. 

LEO SHANAHAN: 

On the day of this strike we didn’t actually hear much about it or some of the economic damage it 

caused across the ports. Do you think business leaders are scared about making the damage that 

some of these strikes can cause public for fear of retribution by these unions? 

MINISTER O’DWYER: 

Well, there’s no doubt that one of the key tools of this militant mega union is thuggery and 

intimidation and black bans, and they have shown no regard for the court system or the penalties 

that can be imposed; they have been quite flagrant in their disregard, which we’ve seen again 

captured on the video that you have put to air tonight. But this is not something that we can stand 

for in a civilised society. We can’t be dictated to by the vested interests of a few. We actually have to 

have a fair and balanced system that works for small businesspeople, that works for workers, that 

ensures that people can purchase the vital goods that we need and demand in this country, and that 

can ensure that we continue the fantastic growth story that has been 27 years of uninterrupted 

economic growth that has delivered prosperity and lifted living standards across the board for all 

Australians. 

TICKY FULLERTON: 

Minister, I come back to the Prime Minister before saying that, you know, the last time he saw that 

tweet, he said it was the last straw on the camel’s back. Now, of course Bill Shorten and Labor, if 

they got into government next year, they would no doubt get rid of the building commission that 

you returned. Bill Shorten says he’s got no time for any illegality, whether it happens in a union – or 

in a big bank, he makes the point – but he said, and I quote: I don’t think, therefore, that [indistinct] 

you make unions illegal, if you have individuals within them not adhering to the rules. 

So by implication he’s saying, you know, tick off the individuals. 

MINISTER O’DWYER: 

Well, that’s exactly what we are trying to do with our Ensuring Integrity Bill. There is actually a 

precise element within that Bill that goes to whether or not certain officials – whether they be of a 

union or even an employer organisation – whether they are fit and proper to actually serve as an 

officer in that union or in that employment association. And he is refusing to support that very Bill. 

I mean, it’s a bit laughable to think that Bill Shorten says he’s not going to stand for lawlessness 

when he invites as one of his key guests to his election night party John Setka, who has got a rap 

sheet as long as you like where he has been convicted of assaulting police officers. 



TICKY FULLERTON: 

Well, that’s right. So what do you think you and the Prime Minister will do now? What will you and 

the Prime Minister do now? 

MINISTER O’DWYER: 

We are absolutely committed to getting this Bill through the Senate. We will continue to talk with 

the crossbench, but we call on the Labor Party to support these very balanced measures that are in 

this Bill to set aside the vested interests in the militant CFMEU, to actually be a leader like Hawke, to 

say: enough is enough, we need to have lawlessness abandoned and law restored. 

TICKY FULLERTON: 

Minister, I thank you very much for your time on a very busy day. It’s very good to hear from you on 

this. Thank you. 
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