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ecstra! ecstra! Read all about it! 
 
A new not-for-profit body, ecstra, has been established as a one-stop-shop to help Australians build their 
financial literacy and capability.  
 
ecstra will provide educational support to increase Australians’ awareness of financial products and services, 
as well as administer grants to support specific initiatives to boost the capabilities of Australians across the 
country. 
  
ecstra will have a particular focus on enhancing the financial capability of Australian women. 
 
The Minister for Women, the Hon Kelly O’Dwyer MP, said the Coalition Government has committed $10 
million to ecstra to support initiatives that will help to ensure Australian women are in control of their 
financial lives, now and into the future. 
 
“Financial capability is critical for the economic empowerment of Australia’s women,” Minister O’Dwyer said.  
 
“ecstra will be to financial literacy and capability what beyondblue has been to mental health.” 
 
ecstra Board Chairman, Mr Paul Clitheroe AM, said that ecstra combines economic strategy in order to help 
Australians get that little bit extra from their finances. 
 
“Money is rapidly becoming invisible as we increasingly pay with the tap of a card. Credit is also freely 
available, so spending has never been easier. So more than ever we need to be in control of our money,” Mr 
Clitheroe said. 
 
“When it comes to money, women face many challenges. Time out of the workforce can mean a lower super 
balance, the pressures of the family budget or single parenting can make money a challenging issue.” 
  
Minister O’Dwyer said that over the past few decades, Australia has taken great strides in improving women’s 
economic independence and security.  
 
“Even though we have come a long way, we still want Australian women to be able to do even better, which is 
why I will deliver the inaugural Women’s Economic Security Statement this Tuesday,” Minister O’Dwyer said.  
  
“When women do well, their families do well, and our economy and nation prospers,” Minister O’Dwyer 
concluded. 
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