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Labor lacking on integrity 
 
Labor Leader, Bill Shorten’s, call today for a bipartisan approach on a National Integrity Commission 
should be viewed as nothing more than what it is – a political stunt. 
 
It is eleven months since Bill Shorten and Mark Dreyfus announced Labor’s plan for a National 
Integrity Commission.   
 
Yet, almost a year later there is still no detail from Labor about how such a Commission would work.  
This is despite saying at the time that “Labor has spent more than a year reviewing Australia’s anti-
corruption framework, consulting with experts, and considering the need for a National Integrity 
Commission.”  
 
Mr Shorten’s letter to the Prime Minister today is an admission that Labor has done nothing on this 
issue except issue press releases and repeated calls for a Commission. 
 
Labor has provided no details about the powers, jurisdiction or any information on the critical issue 
of if, or when, public hearings would apply, simply saying they would “consult on the appropriate 
threshold for such hearings”. 
 
Neither Bill Shorten or Mark Dreyfus have answered, for example, whether such a body would allow 
for the referral and public hearing into the Sam Dastyari matter in order to answer questions 
regarding whether and how classified information may have been transmitted to Mr Dastyari. 
 
In fact, Mr Shorten admits in his letter to the Prime Minister that: “As you would appreciate, a 
reform of this magnitude is complex and would require extensive consultation and design work.” 
 
As I have said repeatedly, I am not closed-minded as to options for a future integrity framework. 
 
The Government continues to carefully consider the best way to further strengthen and improve the 
national integrity framework and I am open to discussing all policy options. It is important that 
changes in this area improve upon the current system, rather than adding complexity and confusion.  
 
The experience at the state and territory level shows this is the worst area to engage in policy on the 
run, as Labor has done. 


