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E&OE 

 

Subjects: Acknowledgement of firefighters, Prime Ministership, regional development, Barton 

Highway 

 

TIM SHAW: 

 

We’re talking to the Deputy Prime Minister of Australia, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and 

Regional Development, The Honourable Michael McCormack; good morning to you sir. 

 

MICHAEL MCCORMACK: 

 

Good morning, Tim.  

 

TIM SHAW: 

 

Another 34 ACT firefighters have flown to Queensland today to assist with the bushfire response. 

You are so proud of the work that is being done there. I know you visited the bushfire affected 

communities. What do you want to say to the dozens of firefighters, not just from the Canberra 

region, but to all of those around Australia helping to fight these fires? 

 

MICHAEL MCCORMACK: 

 

Thank you. Good on you. It’s a grateful Queensland. It’s a grateful Nation. The efforts of firefighters 

from right throughout our nation: those paid, those volunteer firefighters, they are just angels of 

mercy, quite frankly, Tim. They’ve come from all over Australia including the ACT, many, many of 

them from Canberra and district. I’m sure the Queenslanders are very very grateful for their efforts 

because quite frankly they’ve saved houses, more importantly they’ve saved lives. 

 

TIM SHAW: 
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Yes absolutely. You visited Queensland. What impact did you take away these fires are having, not 

only on as you said lives and property but also on the economy up there; what have you seen? 

 

MICHAEL MCCORMACK: 

 

There’s been more than half a million hectares burnt out but one of the most striking things was 

how many houses are ringed with black. So they’ve actually been able to save the properties, save 

the homes, save people’s possessions but all around them are just black. It just goes to show the skill 

of these firefighters. The technology being used this time: they’ve got predictive technology where 

they not only heat map it at night to see where the hottest spots are so they can put the fires out – 

they are using a 737 from NSW, using 35 other aircraft that were being deployed at the weekend for 

water bombing - but not only that, they’ve got this predictive technology these days where they can 

work out via computers, via satellite imagery where the fire’s going to burn to and then make efforts 

to either backburn or to indeed hose out the area and fight from that front, working backwards. It’s 

amazing what they can do in these crisis control centres. It’s not only the blackened faces on the 

ground who are out there with soot and ash all over them, doing the work, but it’s these techno 

wizards in these crisis control centres who quite frankly have made such a difference this time too. 

 

TIM SHAW: 

 

Incredible technology. You left the Cabinet meeting overnight. The Prime Minister Scott Morrison 

called a Liberal Party meeting. It looks like they’ve closed that revolving door and changed their 

leadership rules; this is important leadership from the Prime Minister Scott Morrison, Michael 

McCormack? 

 

MICHAEL MCCORMACK: 

 

The public wants stability and we govern for the people of Australia. We govern for the ordinary 

everyday Australians who are out there paying their bills, getting their kids to school, working hard, 

making sure that the nation stays great, and what they want to see in Canberra is stability. So I think 

Scott Morrison overnight has respected that decision. We understand as politicians the frustration 

caused by the removal of four Prime Ministers courtesy of a Party Room vote and I think it’s time for 

a bit of stability and unity. Let’s get on with that. 

 

TIM SHAW: 

 

What about the National Party; would you like to see similar rules applied in the National Party? 

 

MICHAEL MCCORMACK: 

 

Well it’s never really applied. There’s only ever been one National Party leader, as I understand, 

who’s ever been rolled in a Party Room vote. So we do it in a far more I suppose traditional unified 

way and the fact is we just get on with the job of representing rural and regional Australia as we 

always have. 

 



  

 

TIM SHAW: 

 

The ladies and gentlemen of country Australia, regional Australia, regional development of course 

part of your ministry: You’ve walked and talked and ridden in the trucks of Australia and you gave 

me that undertaking when you were Acting Prime Minister and went out there with Ben Maguire 

from Australian Trucking Association. You want to see safety for our transport industry because you 

know and I know that’s what keeps the engine room of the economy going. Now I’ve got the NRMA 

saying yes, with the ACT Chief Minister Andrew Barr, with Deputy Premier of New South Wales John 

Barilaro, everyone’s saying let’s bring on that fast train link between Canberra and Sydney. Now can 

you open the chequebook, Deputy Prime Minister; would you like to see the Federal Government 

provide some funding sooner rather than later for the upgrade of the track between Canberra and 

Sydney? 

 

MICHAEL MCCORMACK: 

 

Of course I would but of course it’s also a matter of balance, it’s a matter of priority and at the 

moment we’re concentrating on the $75 billion rollout. We’re concentrating on Inland Rail. We’re 

concentrating on making sure that our roads are better and safer so that people can get home as 

they should and spend more time with their loved ones. When we get the books back in the balance, 

that’s not necessarily paying down the debt of course, we’ve got to get… 

 

TIM SHAW: 

 

Well you’ve got a surplus. It’s a surplus. Budget 2 April. 

 

MICHAEL MCCORMACK:  

 

We’re going to have a surplus next April and I think that’s the first step along the way to ensuring - 

as we’ve seen New South Wales can do - when you have surpluses year after year, when you’ve paid 

down debt you can do the sorts of things that you’re talking about. You can do high speed rail, you 

can do duplication of rail lines to ease congestion in our capital cities… 

 

TIM SHAW: 

 

Barton Highway, all that… 

 

MICHAEL MCCORMACK: 

Barton Highway - it’s a huge priority. We’re spending a lot of money on the Barton Highway. I travel 

it all the time and it needs an upgrade. We’re getting on with the duplication of it. These things take 

time. These things take money. But they also take a good economy and that’s what we’re working 

on. 

 



  

 

TIM SHAW: 

 

You’ve got a great advocate though in Sophie Wade of course, preselected candidate for the 

National Party in the Seat of Eden-Monaro. Can she knock off Dr Mike Kelly, Sophie Wade, Michael 

McCormack? 

 

MICHAEL MCCORMACK: 

 

Indeed I hope so. More rural and regional voices in the Parliament means people who are going to 

get a better crack at it; we’ve got a lot of good people out there in country Australia working very 

very hard and we as National Party Members and regional Libs are just trying to do our best to 

represent their efforts in there, efforts to bring about a better economy. 

 

TIM SHAW: 

 

Can you give our very warmest regards to the Fisher family, former Nationals leader Tim Fischer with 

the battle of his life on his hands, and I’m so happy that John Howard and Janette Howard are in 

Canberra today. Tim Fischer’s ties are going to be displayed amongst the Howard Library which is 

being funded by UNSW at the Old Parliament House.  

 

MICHAEL MCCORMACK: 

 

What a collection that will be and if anybody’s looking for a good Chrissie present, Tim’s book on 

steam trains: great coffee table book. Put it on your Christmas list. 

 

TIM SHAW: 

 

You’re a good salesman, Michael McCormack and thank you for your time. 

 

MICHAEL MCCORMACK: 

 

Good man. Thanks.  

 

TIM SHAW: 

 

That’s the Deputy Prime Minister of Australia, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional 

Development here on 2CC Breakfast.  

 

[ENDS] 
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