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CHRIS CREWTHER: Well, firstly welcome everyone, I’m Chris Crewther the Federal Member for Dunkley. 
I’m here with the Prime Minister Scott Morrison, the Opposition Leader Matthew Guy, the Member for 
Mornington David Morris, the Liberal Candidate for Frankston Michael Lamb as well as our new 
congestion-busting Minister Alan Tudge. We’re here at Leawarra Station here in Frankston, recently in the 
Federal Budget and then through a commitment from the State Liberal Opposition. We have $453 million 
committed and budgeted to build the electrification and duplication of the line from Frankston to Baxter. 
That will mean not only will the electrification and duplication of the line but a new station at Frankston 
East to service the hospital and the university, a new station at Langwarrin with 1,000 plus carparks, as 
well as park and ride at Baxter as well that will free up car parking at Frankston, Kananook and Seaford. 
But as part of our urban congestion-busting message that we are tackling, and this is the biggest 
infrastructure investment in Dunkley’s history. I’m very proud that the Federal Government as well as the 
Liberal Opposition in Victoria have worked together to commit to this very important project. Prime 
Minister. 
 
PRIME MINISTER: Thank you very much. Well, Chris, thanks for the opportunity to be here today and 
particularly to be here with Matthew Guy and my colleagues, Alan Tudge as well, the Minister for 
congestion-busting. This is a project which we’ve announced in the Budget. This is a commitment that is 
fair dinkum. I’m really pleased to hear that the commitment from Matthew Guy and his team to make 
sure that this congestion-busting infrastructure can be put in place here and from Frankston to Baxter. 
When I announced my new ministry, I announced that Alan Tudge, he has a much longer title, but what 
he’s known to me is the Minister for congestion-busting. The reason, and that includes dealing with the 
challenges of population growth, which I know is a big challenge here in Melbourne. And I wanted a pair 
of Melbourne eyes on congestion-busting projects across the country, particularly here in Melbourne. Of 
course you know, I’m from Sydney. I actually don’t even have an AFL team. I was there last night, it was a 
wonderful night, but you know I need a pair of Melbourne eyes on the infrastructure challenges here in 
Victoria and particularly here in Melbourne. Through my colleagues in the National Party and others, we 
have a great set of eyes on the regional challenges here in Victoria, Bridget McKenzie who sits in the 
Cabinet in particular. But here in Melbourne, we need Melbourne solutions to these problems. That’s why 
I’ll be very pleased to work with a State Government that wants to get on and get things done. Whether 
it’s the Tulla Rail, which we’re 100 per cent committed to, whether it’s the Frankston-Baxter Line, which 
we’re 100 per cent committed to. The money is in the Budget that I handed down for both of these 



projects, and we’re keen to get on with them. We were out in Packenham this morning with Jason Wood, 
and we’re looking at that Pakenham corridor which is another big growth challenge for Melbourne. And 
here we are this afternoon, today, at the Frankston corridor, and that corridor has got a lot of challenges 
to it. This infrastructure solution is a key part of meeting that challenge. So under my Government, you’ll 
have Melbourne eyes on the Melbourne problems, you’ll have Sydney eyes on Sydney problems, you’ll 
have Perth eyes on Perth problems, Adelaide eyes on Adelaide problems, and there’s enough 
Queenslanders sitting around my table to make sure they’ve got that all covered as well up in Queensland. 
And in Tasmania, of course, with Richard Colbeck coming back into the Ministry, it’s great to have those 
Tasmanian eyes as well. Of course, we may as well complete the round eh? Up there in the Territory, Nigel 
Scullion also sits around the table. In my Ministry there is representation from every single state and 
territory. But I’ve tasked Alan Tudge to be that Minister for congestion-busting, dealing with the 
challenges of cities, of urban infrastructure, and population. So it’s great to be here to reaffirm the 
commitments that I have made in the Budget as Treasurer, I confirm today as Prime Minister and I’m 
going to hand you over to Matthew Guy, because Matthew has a great vision for Victoria. I want to work 
with a State Government that just wants to get things done. Matthew. 
 
MATTHEW GUY: Thanks, PM. Politicians always take advantage of any situation. Did you hear the PM say 
he doesn’t have an AFL team yet? [LAUGHS] I’ve got a St Kilda membership for you, mate, so it’s now 
decided. Melbourne’s population is bursting. Melbourne has never grown as fast as it is, we’re one of the 
fastest if not the fastest growing cities in the western world. This is why infrastructure such as extending 
from Frankston to Baxter has never been more important. That’s why we’ve made commitments as the 
State Opposition around extending the railway from Cranbourne to Clyde, duplicating from Eltham to 
Greensborough. But we have to invest in our metro rail network as much as we do in roads. It’s why the 
regional rail link upgrades are going to be so important, it’s why investing in country roads will be 
important to decentralise population as well. So it is so important that the Prime Minister is here again in 
Frankston today, to recommit to what is an important announcement and that is to partner with a State 
Government, hopefully a Government I lead, to extend the electrification from Frankston to Baxter. In 
Melbourne, we end our urban railway lines and activities areas in Frankston, in Packenham, in Werribee. 
In Sydney, they extend the urban rail lines out of the activities areas so that you get greater use of the 
activities area, the suburban line doesn’t end in Campbelltown, it ends in Macquarie Fields. It doesn’t end 
in Penrith, it ends in Emu Plains. It doesn’t end in Hornsby it ends in Asquith. So it’s so important that we 
start to extend our urban rail network out of those activities areas as destination points. The Andrews 
Government has had four years. They’ve have four years to fix our urban rail network and some of these 
issues. They’ve talked a lot about it, they’re making commitments for 2070 and 2080. But these 
commitments that I make here today with the Prime Minister are real, are tangible, and can be achieved 
very promptly. We need to extend our urban rail network out of those activities areas. In Frankston, we 
need to extend it out of the Frankston CBD area to better utilise that activities area, which is the only one 
in Melbourne that’s waterfront, that has huge potential opportunity, that has got urban growth and urban 
consolidation, that’s now happening. This is about growing a sustainable Melbourne, a Melbourne that is 
the fastest growing city in Australia. A city that’s now over five million people. We need to grow our city 
sustainably. We can’t do that through promises, through hoping, through wishing, through committing to 
projects 60 years away. We are only going to do that by real, tangible announcements, and that is what 
my commitment, partnering with the Federal Government to extend this railway line would be, from 
Frankston to Baxter, stops at Leawarra and Langwarrin in between. 



 
PRIME MINISTER: Where’s our congestion-buster? 
 
MINISTER TUDGE: [LAUGHS] Thanks, Prime Minister. This is going to be a great congestion-busting 
initiative. To electrify and duplicate the rail line from Frankston through to Baxter, and that will have all 
sorts of benefits for local residents down here who might take that rail. But it’ll also take cars off the roads 
in the process. Our congestion-busting programme really consists of three things. Firstly, we want to deal 
with those real localised initiatives which can make a difference. It might be down here, for example, the 
intersections onto Ballarto Road and onto Hall Road. Second, we want to do some of the bigger projects 
such as this one we’re talking about with the Baxter electrification. Thirdly, of course, we need to be 
thinking more broadly about population and how we might be able to grow some of the regional areas 
and smaller states and take a bit more pressure of big cities like Melbourne and Sydney. So that’s our 
programme. Here we’ve been working very closely, of course, with Chris Crewther. He has been an 
unbelievable advocate for the Frankston area in terms of the pushing for the smaller projects as well as, 
of course, this would not be happening had it not been for Chris Crewther’s advocacy for the Baxter 
electrification. We’re really pleased that Matthew Guy and his team have joined with us in terms of 
making a commitment to get the job done. We’d love to see the State Government, of course, also make 
such a commitment. But from the Federal Government’s perspective, from the Prime Minister’s 
perspective, from my perspective, this is not a promise, it’s not a commitment, this is budgeted - $225 
million worth of money so that we can get this job done for the benefit of Frankston residents, Baxter 
residents, and those people around who might be using congested roads today. 
 
PRIME MINISTER: Thank you Alan. Let’s take some questions first, if you don’t mind, on the project itself. 
I’m sure Chris would be happy to respond to any of those as well, and if there are other issues that I’m 
sure you would like to ask about we can deal with those as well. I’m sure Matthew is happy to take 
questions on things that relate to issues at a state level. 
 
QUESTION: Prime Minister, you say you want to work with a Victorian Government that wants to get 
things done, but you haven’t spoken to our Premier yet… 
 
PRIME MINISTER: I haven’t heard from him yet actually, I’ve heard from a lot of his colleagues, so I’d be 
happy to catch up with him but he seems a little busy today. 
 
QUESTION: Prime Minister, we were here about six weeks ago with our former Prime Minister, 
announcing exactly the same thing. Are you going have to do this with the projects that Malcolm Turnbull 
had actually announced in the lead-up to...? 
 
PRIME MINISTER: I think it's a good opportunity to affirm the continuity of the commitment here. I 
brought down the Budget in which the $225 million was in. I brought down the Budget which had the 
commitment for the Tulla Rail. I brought down the Budget that had the billion-dollar congestion-busting 
initiative in it. And so I'm not going to take anything for granted in terms of how people understand what's 
been going on, and so I just want to reassure them that those commitments that I put in the Budget, 
they're all there, as Alan just said, and they're there to be getting on with. And this is an important project, 
as part of that plan. We have a $75 billion rolling infrastructure plan, which is busting congestions in cities, 



it's dealing with the safety of rural and regional roads, it's connecting our farms and outlying areas to 
markets and to ports. Just this week, I was up in Townsville, and we were announcing a $75 million 
investment to upgrade the port in Townsville, working with the State Government in Queensland. So, I'm 
keen to work with state governments. I just want to get on with it. 
 
QUESTION: Given half of this project's funding is going to come from a Liberal State Government. Is there 
any backup plan if the Labor Party wins in an election? 
 
PRIME MINISTER: I don't think there is a backup plan for a Labor Party not spending money. If the Labor 
Party wants to commit to this project, I welcome it. And if they don't, well, you've got a Liberal Opposition 
who is going to invest in it, and I'd encourage people to take that option. 
 
QUESTION: The 2019 to 2023 timeline was touted last time. Is there any change to that…? 
 
PRIME MINISTER: We're on the same track as outlined in the budget. 
 
QUESTION: Prime Minister, are you satisfied that bullying allegations...  
 
PRIME MINISTER: Have we dealt with all the issues on infrastructure? 
 
QUESTION: I had one more. The Labor Government here has a fairly grandiose promise to build a $50 
billion suburban rail loop. The Opposition Leader was referring to it earlier. Daniel Andrews has said they 
would welcome a federal contribution to that project. Do you have anything to add there? 
 
PRIME MINISTER: Right now, I would like to see them commit $225 million to the Frankston-Baxter line. 
That’s what I’d like to see them do. Why don't we deal with the stuff already on the table? And let's get 
cracking with those sorts of immediate priorities. I would like to see the money committed in their budget 
for the Tulla Rail too. I mean, that's a big project that's going transform Melbourne. So, there's two easy 
runs on the board for the State Government to stump up and show they really are keen to work with us 
on these issues. I know on Tulla Rail, they've had positive discussions with my predecessor. But the money 
is not in the budget yet. So, it's an election commitment. This project here, Tulla Rail, projects like what 
we're doing out on Monash Freeway, half a billion dollars there, that's all money that's there, committed 
to the projects to make them happen. So, love to work with the State Government here in Victoria. 
Whoever's there, it's my job as the Prime Minister to work with constructively, and I'm keen to do that all 
around the country. 
 
QUESTION: Prime Minister, are you satisfied that bullying allegations that have arisen from Julia Banks' 
campaign in Chisholm have been properly examined? 
 
PRIME MINISTER: I'm satisfied that I have the right structures in place within our Party, through our Party 
Whips, and through the support provided by colleagues to deal with all issues within the Party. 
 
QUESTION: Were you alerted to any claims of mistreatment of staff and volunteers involving Ms Banks? 
 



PRIME MINISTER: We've got the right structures in place to deal with this. But, you know what, Australians 
are less interested in how politicians feel. They want us to be interested in how they feel, and that's what 
my focus is. That's what my team's focus is. I've got no truck with bullying. I'm setting the standards for 
the future in my party, and people know what to expect. That's what I'll demand from them, and that's 
what the Australian people demand from me. 
 
QUESTION: Prime Minister, do you actually believe there is an issue of bullying within the Liberal Party? 
 
PRIME MINISTER: What I'm saying is that, whatever issues come up within the Liberal Party, we have a 
way to deal with it as colleagues. And through our Whip's process, and there has been a lot of support 
and it has gone around people over the last couple of weeks. But, frankly, that's what's happening in 
Canberra amongst politicians. The Australian public is not interested in us, in terms of what we're dealing 
with, as a result of the weeks past. They're interested in what we're going to be doing for them, and that's 
where my focus is. 
 
QUESTION: But Prime Minister, do you actually believe there is merit in allegations that there was bullying 
during Julia Banks’ campaign in 2016, or do you actually think that… 
 
PRIME MINISTER: The 2016 report, that was dismissed by the Party division last night. 
 
QUESTION: Are you confident that Ms Banks will remain voting with the Government when Parliament 
resumes? 
 
PRIME MINISTER: Yes. 
 
QUESTION: Are you confident she will remain until Election Day? 
 
PRIME MINISTER: Yes. 
 
QUESTION: Are you concerned that the leaking of this report just shows that the Liberal Party is still 
divided? 
 
PRIME MINISTER: No, I'm not fussed by it at all. I'm not distracted by it, and Australians wouldn't expect 
me to be distracted by it. What I'm focused on is congestion-busting in Melbourne. What I'm focused on 
is getting out and ensuring that we've got a coordinated response to the drought. What I'm focused on is 
getting electricity prices down. I want cheaper electricity prices for households, for families, for small and 
medium-sized businesses. I was with Chris this morning, and we were talking to small businesses here in 
Frankston. And the disruption that was caused to those businesses with some local projects, and how that 
was handled, went from… it was supposed to be a couple of months' project, turned into a 12-month 
project. Businesses closed. That's not how you should do things. That's a matter for the State Government 
and the Councils to sort out. But my focus is on those cheaper electricity prices, getting the coordinated 
support to our drought relief and recovery. It's all about congestion-busting and meeting the needs of 
families who are trying to raise families in the suburbs of our big cities, and it's about ensuring that our 
economy remains strong. As the Treasurer said this week, 3.4% growth in our economy. Now, I know all 



Australians aren't feeling that yet. I know. I know. That's why we have to stick to the plan to keep our 
economy strong, so those benefits can reach all Australians. And we can continue to guarantee the 
essential services that Australians rely on. You can't believe politicians' promises if they can't run a strong 
economy and they can't run a budget. Our Government, the Government I have been part of for the last 
five years, we were elected five years ago today. I commend Tony Abbott for leading us back into 
Government, and Malcolm Turnbull, who together over those five years we have delivered a lot for 
Australia. Unemployment is down. Growth in our economy is up. We're rolling out the big projects, 
whether they're in infrastructure, or whether in the big projects of the NDIS, and we're rolling out on the 
NBN. We're getting on with the job. What we are saying to Australians, though, my Government is saying, 
you can trust us because you know what we believe. And you know when push comes to shove, when it 
comes to breaking the congestion that is making your life tougher in these cities, we're fair dinkum about 
it. 
 
QUESTION: In terms of saving money for families - the banks have risen their interest rates, and your 
Government's remained almost silent on that issue. Why? 
 
PRIME MINISTER: Well, I haven't. I've actually made commentary on it every time someone has asked me 
about it, and I will do it again today. I think people will be disappointed in the banks, in their response 
today. And it seems that the banks still have a bit to learn about how angry the Australian public are with 
them.  
 
QUESTION: What are you going to do about it? 
 
PRIME MINISTER: Well, we have a whole bunch of things we're doing about it at the moment. I've 
introduced the toughest laws on bank executives that any government has ever introduced in Australia. 
They know exactly what I've done about it. I introduced the bank levy. That was also something they 
weren't too flash on. So, I haven't got any problem with standing up to banks, the energy companies. They 
know it. But I also know that these are important parts of how our economy operates. 
And I want a strong economy, because that's what people's jobs rely on. I will always focus on delivering 
that as one of my most important responsibilities. 
 
QUESTION: Would you accept the innovation of cryptocurrencies to ease some of that inefficiency in the 
banking sector? 
 
PRIME MINISTER: No, I don't think that's the answer. I don't. I mean, I looked - when I was Treasurer, at 
cryptocurrencies. What we have is a new payments platform in Australia which provides 24/7 settlement. 
It's the biggest change in our payment rail system that Australia has seen for decades and decades. We 
have been heavily involved in ensuring that it - this is a bit off-topic, I suppose, for a few of the others - 
but let me be nerdy for a sec, going back to my Treasury portfolio. But what has been done with distributed 
[INAUDIBLE] technologies and Blockchain, working in the financial sector, that’s going to open up massive 
opportunities. I mean the consumer data rights, the open banking reforms that we’re putting in place, 
and that legislation will be coming forward. That's going to transform the Australian banking system. But 
the thing I like about it most is it's going deliver much tougher competition for the big banks. And business 
as usual for the big banks won't be continuing under the sort of reforms that I have been introducing, as 



Treasurer and now as Prime Minister, to ensure that smaller banks, new banks, can come in, new 
technologies can be used to give greater power to customers. I want greater customer power in our 
economy, whether it's in electricity prices, or whether it's in banking. That's my agenda. I believe in it, and 
my team believes in it, and Australians can trust me on it. Thanks very much. 

 
[ENDS] 
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