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LABOR’S CON JOB ON WAGES 

Labor’s position on lifting the minimum wage is a confused, irresponsible con job on the people of Australia. 

The reality is that under the Coalition the minimum wage has gone up every year at a rate faster than both the inflation 
rate and wage growth across the broader economy. 

It was under Labor that real minimum wages last fell, and remarkably fell in three out of the six years Labor was in 
office – an inconvenient truth for Bill Shorten today. 

So too is the fact that, in Government, not once did Labor put a submission to the Fair Work Commission specifying 
an increase in the minimum wage. 

Labor’s position in this debate is nothing more than a hollow, opportunistic political stunt that goes against everything 
they did in office.  Bill Shorten never misses an opportunity to divide Australians, with class warfare his modus 
operandi. 

Asked whether a major increase in the minimum wage could drive up unemployment, Bill Shorten said: 

 “I love this argument put aside by the bosses of Australia, the fat cats, the top end of town.” 

(Doorstop, 12 March 2019) 

Not only insulting more than three million small business owners, he also contradicts his own Shadow Assistant 
Treasurer, Dr Andrew Leigh, who found in a 2004 paper that a significant increase in the minimum wage could have a 
detrimental impact on youth employment. 

The Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) is proposing an 12 per cent increase, a move Bill Shorten has not 
ruled out saying: “I haven't formed a view on the answer to that question” (Bill Shorten, Doorstop, 12 March). 

The truth is that Labor has had six different positions in less than one week: 

• Andrew Leigh: “the minimum wage has been set for more than 100 years by an independent commission. We 
believe that's appropriate. We think the independent commission largely gets it right” (RN Drive, 12 March). 

• Jim Chalmers: “we need to encourage the Fair Work Commission to do the right thing” (ABC Insiders, 10 March). 

• Mark Butler: “we think that the guidelines for the Fair Work Commission, which sets minimum wages, should be 
at least changed” (ABC Adelaide, 13 March). 

• Brendan O’Connor has left the door open to ‘re-writing’ the Fair Work Act (ABC Illawara, 13 March). 

• Bill Shorten: “Another tool or mechanism which is available is to change the legislation” (Doorstop, 12 March). 

• Chris Bowen, the Shadow Treasurer, meanwhile has deliberately gone missing in this debate, unable to provide any 

details and saying only “we will have more to say … as we go about the process of consulting on the exact 
detailed policy prescription” (Doorstop, 13 March). 

There is a gulf between what Labor promises and what Labor delivers on wages.  Only the Coalition’s economic plan 
of lower taxes, more trade and significant infrastructure investment will continue to drive productivity, deliver more 
jobs and higher wages for the benefit of all Australians. 
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