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David Littleproud: Well, look, obviously, as you're aware, the deputy prime minister is in 
London, and I actually this morning tried to get in contact with George Christensen to have a 
conversation to ask him to reflect on the fact and his judgment around having an interview with 
the US commentator that has somewhat of a chequered past. 
 
I've asked him to reflect on that and understand some of the comments. I have to say we as a 
national party have to condemn. We respect his right for freedom of speech. We respect every 
Australian's right of freedom of speech. 
 
But with that comes a responsibility. And so I'm asking with George when he calls me back to 
make sure that we can have a mature conversation about understanding that responsibility 
and understanding how that plays out and that responsibility of being in this great building. 
 
So obviously, we want to work constructively with George, but know that there are limits and 
there are boundaries that we, as federal politicians have to adhere to. So we want to work with 
George to make sure that we do that constructively into ensuring that he can continue to have 
and enjoy that freedom of speech that he wants every Australian to have. But as federal 
politicians, we have responsibilities that we have to adhere to, and we simply need to work 
through that with him as quickly and constructively as you possibly can.  
 
Question: This isn't the first time George Christensen has made some questionable remarks 
throughout the COVID pandemic. 
 
What is it about this time that's caused you to take such a stand?  
 
David Littleproud: Well, I'm concerned about his judgment in terms of going on this particular 
program. I think it has a chequered history and somewhat of conspiracy theories that I think 
most Australians would find confronting. 
 
I think also some of the comments around comparing our quarantine facilities to that of 
Auschwitz, which I think are an extreme, now George didn't say that he actually agreed with 
the commentator, and I think it's important that we put it in context and give him the 
opportunity to defend that. 
 
But I think the judgment of going on such a program does question the judgment of George on 
this matter and one in which I want to have a conversation with him about.  
 
Question: Given that he’s seemingly not taking your phone calls … Queensland and his 
comments have been dancing around a very fine line of late, are you concerned, given the fact 
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that he's decided he's not going to be in this parliament anymore after the next election, that 
we could see more case over the next few months?  
David Littleproud: Well, like any Australian, he's afraid of my comments. But while he's the 
member for Dawson, he has a responsibility to the people of Dawson, and he has a 
responsibility as parliament to uphold and respect that and respect that freedom of speech. 
And that's a conversation I had with him to make sure he gets that balance right. I don't want 
to impinge his right to make comments, but they have to be within the realms of respectability 
and particularly when you start looking at comments and agreeing with commentators who are 
comparing our quarantine facilities to that of Auschwitz, I think goes a step too far. And I think 
the judgment on going on a program of such also comes into question.  
 
Question: Is he just embarrassing the country now.  
 
David Littleproud: I think let's not put this out of context  
 
Question: Comparing to Auschwitz? I mean, it doesn't get much worse than that.  
 
David Littleproud: Let's put it into context, this is a program that isn't seen in mainstream media 
here in Australia, around the world. It's one that in fact has been that is one that has been put 
in the dark corners of the internet. 
 
So that's why I have an issue around Georgia's judgment and going on this program, that's 
nothing new. That's something that I think those that want to engage in that type know exactly 
where to find them. But I think in terms of mainstream, I think we can, we can blow this up a 
little bit beyond what it what it needs to be. But there is a judgment call here that George and I 
want to discuss, and I want to be able to have that in a mature way and make sure that he 
understands the responsibility holds in representing the people Dawson. 
 
Question: you are describing this show is as something with a chequered past. The host of this 
show recently lost a defamation action because he claimed the Sandy Hook massacre was a 
hoax. That's a bit worse than chequered. Are you underselling it?  
 
David Littleproud: Well, that's why I'm questioning Mr Christensen's judgment in going on this 
program and giving it currency. 
 
Now, I think we all have a responsibility to make sure when we engage with the fourth estate 
that they too have the currency in which we engage with when we do it. And that's why I think 
there's an error of judgment in going on this program to start with. 
 
And then some of the comments, obviously in agreeing with the commentator rather than 
calling him out, demonstrates that I think there was an error in judgment in some of the some 
of the statements made.  
 
Question: Can I ask about another topic? 
 
David Littleproud: Hang on for a minute we just finish with this. 
 
Question: Is it enough to asked him to ask him to reflect on his actions and reflect on his 
comments. I mean, this is. What sort of other options?  
 
David Littleproud: Well, that's a matter for the LNP in Queensland. But as a party room, he is a 
respected member of the party room and we want to have a conversation with him about 
respecting the party room back. And that comes with the responsibility of engaging with the 
media in a responsible way, in making sure we do it in a context that is responsible, that 
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respects what this nation has achieved and what the world has achieved in trying to keep it 
keep the world safe during COVID 19. 
 
So obviously, we want to be constructive around that. We think George has, has a 
constructive role to play in the party up until he finishes up at the next election.  
 
Question: Is your book dangerous now, though? Is there a question that some of the 
comments he makes while dancing around this very fine line could actually incite something?  
 
David Littleproud: No, because I think the reality is, is obviously George is at the extremities of 
much of what mainstream Australia thinks, but it's a view that that should have an opportunity 
in any democratic society to be aired, but it should be aired in a responsible manner. 
 
And that's what I'm going to ask George to reflect on is to make sure that he does that in a 
respectful manner, understanding the limitations and the boundaries in which we play as 
elected officials in living up to the responsibilities that we're here to represent tha Australian 
people. 
 
Question: He clearly knew that it would get this reaction. He's done similar sort of right-wing 
broadcast video before he's got his own sort of network that floats around that he knew. Get 
this reaction. He knows what he's doing.  
 
David Littleproud: Well, that's why I think it's important that we have the conversation and ask 
him to reflect on that and respect our party room as we have respected him and understanding 
that this isn't the view of the entire National Party party room. It's one that we don't agree with 
and one in which we're asking him to respect and ensure that any comments he makes in the 
future while he sits in our party room is one that respects us and what we and what we believe 
in. But and that's where I think there was an error in judgment in going on this particular 
program and in agreeing with the commentator himself when the commentator compared our 
quarantine camps to that of Auschwitz, particularly as he sits about 17,000 kilometres away, 
and has never set foot in the country before. So I think unfortunately, I think Mr Christensen 
got swept up in the moment and has agreed with a commentator rather than calling him out 
and putting it in a context exactly how Australian citizens and those that come to this country 
are treated. 
 
Question: Reflecting on it. What does that mean, So he’ll say oh yer maybe I shouldn't have 
done that; should he apologize? Should there be consequences for this?  
 
David Littleproud: Well, I think that's around where George and the party and obviously the 
deputy prime minister, when he's also able to talk to Mr Christensen, is able to get to an 
understanding and to make sure he understands exactly the impact of what he has done and 
understand that there comes a responsibility in everything that we say out there and that we 
should take that seriously. We have given a privileged position to be here and it's important we 
understand the responsibility that comes with that and we treat it with the respect and we 
respect our colleagues in understanding what we say, not just in mainstream media, but in the 
dark corners of the internet as well.  
 
Question: But is there is there a problem, given that it's seemingly only Barnaby Joyce can talk 
to George Christensen? 
 
David Littleproud: Well, it's also that well, it's obviously the leader, the deputy leader and also 
the party back in Queensland. They are the ones in which he is a member.  
 
Question: Because he's ignoring it.  
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David Littleproud: Well, with respect to how he spoke to or tried to call him about an hour ago 
after I was made aware of the, the the article and obviously watch the watch the interview. So I 
was wanted to put it in context before I even came and stood in front of you because I think it's 
important that if I was to call him out, I had the context of the interview and could look people 
in the eye and say it's not appropriate. 
 
I condemn his comments and I think it was an error of judgment for him to go on that program.  
 
Question: Sorry. Well, Barnaby Joyce has previously when he's been asked to condemn 
comments from George Christensen, he said, respect his right to say stuff, don't share his 
views. But he's also gone so far as to say, doesn't want to quote ‘poke the bear too much”. He 
doesn't want to chastise George Christensen too much. Is that a concern shared within the 
party? Are you scared that he might spit the dummy and cause great for the government? 
 
David Littleproud: No, this is just about us getting him to appreciate that he needs to respect 
his colleagues in the party room. As we respect him, we respect the right of freedom of 
speech. Everyone in our party room does that. 
 
But we expect that comes with responsibilities of how you do it and where you do it. And that's 
simply the conversation that I'll have with George and ask him to respect that in the time that 
he's left, that he's in this place, that he respects those other colleagues that are here because 
we're focused on making sure we get Australians out of this COVID 19 pandemic, not only on 
a health front but on the economic front. And I think that's what Australians want us to focus 
on, and this is a sideshow, one in which I don't think Australians are glued into. 
 
But it is. It is something. That I think we as a party room should address and we should 
acknowledge and make him understand that there are others in the party room that don't 
necessarily share his view and he should respect that. 
 
Question: Well, I mean, Minister are you going to be glad to see the back of George 
Christensen?  
 
David Littleproud: I think George has done a fantastic job for the people of Dawson. He's got 
significant amounts of infrastructure that no other member would have got. 
 
And we only got that because it was part of the coalition because we were the ones cutting the 
cheques. If Labor were cutting the cheques… 
 
Interjection: pork barrelling. 
 
David Littleproud: You know, you know what? Pork barrelling. Every time regional Australia 
gets a road, it's called pork barrelling. We’re one third of the population. You know what? 
Metropolitan Australia just need to take a deep breath and understand we deserve our fair 
share, and we only get our fair share when we're in government. I have the safest seat in the 
country. And let me tell you, if we lose the next election, you know what the people Maranoa 
get if the other mob get in. That.  
 
It’s not because they're bad people. It's just because that's not their priorities. But we forget. 
We forget. Yeah. Well, I'll finish on this. I just can I just finish that because I think this is 
something that every time someone in the regions gets a program or gets a dollar, it's pork 
barrelling. When someone in the city gets it, it's OK. You know what? With respect? Well, now 
it is. We're one third of the population. We're more per person per GDP than people in 
Canberra. Let me give you a six to four on that. 
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So let me tell you that we're creating the wealth in this country and we deserve the 
infrastructure to support that. So pork barrelling. I take great offense that that's just getting our 
fair share.  
 
Question: Can I ask you about Gladys Berejiklian for the New South Wales premier? 
 
Your prime minister is very keen on offering her the opportunity to run in the seat in Warringah 
while she's still the subject of a corruption inquiry and has obviously breached her own 
ministerial standards. Not to be too pointed, but what does it say about your government that 
you're willing to offer somebody opportunity to be a part of it? While, she's still the subject of a 
corruption inquiry paid for by the taxpayers.  
 
David Littleproud: Well, let me assure you, the National Party won't be running in Warringah. 
It's a matter for the Liberal Party.  
 
Interjection: It’s not a joke… 
 
David Littleproud: I'll finish off the idea of an interview is you let the interviewee answer the 
question…  
 
Interjection: it’s also a serious question,  
 
David Littleproud: And I'm going to answer it. So the National Party won't be running. And so 
let me make this clear. Gladys Berejiklian has paid a significant price. There has been no 
charges laid against her. 
 
The presumption of innocence in this country is something that we all uphold and we all 
revere. So to say that she can't put a hand up because someone is looking into something that 
her boyfriend did… 
 
Interjection: The inquiry hasn’t finished. 
 
David Littleproud: Nor has my answer. 
 
So with respect, there has been no charges laid. So you want to condemn her again through 
the fourth estate because it gives you a headline. You know what? I think the general public 
are sick of that. The Court of Public Opinion is saying Gladys has been hard done by, Gladys 
deserves another go. 
 
If she gets another go in Warringah, Warringah will be better off for it.  
 
Question: Do you think it’s dangerous that the prime minister has come out and almost eroded 
the trust within ICAC? Called it a kangaroo court, a lot of legal experts have said that they're 
seriously concerned about that, do you think that’s an issue?  
 
David Littleproud: You can get plenty of legal opinions if you're prepared to buy them. The 
reality is the court of public opinion has seen what has happened to Gladys Berejiklian. She 
has been associated with a man that obviously there are charges laid against, but that's 
nothing against her. 
 
She's unfortunately her private life has been bought into it. And if someone's got something 
against her and the only charges well lay them, otherwise, she's innocent and leave her alone. 
She's got every right to stand for parliament. She had every right to go, make a living to every 
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right to go and find another boyfriend, leave her alone. This woman's gone through enough, 
and she's done enough for the people in New South Wales. I reckon if you walk the streets of 
Sydney, there'd be there'd be more respect for that woman out there than anyone else across 
this country. 
 
She has done more for this country and New South Wales during this pandemic and beyond 
than anyone else. So I think she needs to be given some slack. And I'd love to see her in 
parliament.  
 
Question: Do you think Australia should follow the US lead and have a diplomatic boycott of 
the Beijing Olympic Games? 
 
David Littleproud: Well, that'll be a decision for cabinet as we move forward and obviously 
National Security Committee will make those determinations, and I understand that those 
conversations are happening. But obviously I can't make any comment beyond that and I'll 
leave that, obviously to the prime minister and the foreign minister. 
 
Question: There are calls within the Liberal Government to follow their lead.  
 
David Littleproud: Well, there'll be divergent views, but they're not privy to the information that 
the National Security Committee is, nor cabinet to that extent. So it's important that we let that 
decision process take place while our National Security Committee get to that determination, 
and I'm sure the prime minister will make a determination with that committee in due course. 
 
Question: Do you think it's a provocation that the U.S. has done this?  
 
David Littleproud: No, they've obviously their sovereign country. They have every right to make 
a determination around the Olympics and obviously the intelligence that they have as well. We 
will we respect the United States decision, but we will make our own and obviously that will be 
through due process of National Security Committee and cabinet.  
 
Question: Given the frosty relationship between China and Australia in any way with China, 
the Australian representative at the Beijing Winter Olympics.  
 
David Littleproud: Well, we'll be there and we will probably towel a few of them up and doing it. 
 
But you know, that's a decision that we'll make through the due process. Thanks, guys. 
 
Media contact 
0455 448 985 
 


