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E&OE… 

 
 
KIERAN GILBERT:  
 
Let’s go live to the Minister for Families and Social Services, Liberal Senator Anne Ruston. 
Minister, thanks for your time. Barnaby Joyce is the latest to say that there should be an 
independent inquiry to clear the air. He points out that it could in the end be in the 
Attorney-General’s best interest to do that as well. What’s your thinking on that? 
 
MINISTER RUSTON:  
 

Look, I think we’ve been pretty clear right the way through this that Australia has one rule of 
law. Nobody’s above it but nobody should be judged by a different rule of law and I think in 
reading Barnaby’s comments it was probably as much out of frustration about the way that 
this has played out in almost a farcical way in the media with everybody sort of making 
comments, that I think Barnaby’s frustration was borne out in his comments yesterday. But 
the reality is that none of us should be above the law but equally everybody should be 
judged by the same law and the process for a criminal situation or allegation like is before us 
is through the appropriate authorities, the police and in this instance sadly the Coroner. 
 
KIERAN GILBERT:  
 
The PM will remain under intense pressure, not just through the media but in the 
Parliament, the crossbench themselves sending signals on this. He could face a situation, 
couldn’t he, where the legislative program of the Government’s held up because of this? 
 
MINISTER RUSTON:  
 
Look I’d have to say I’d be pretty disappointed if the crossbench sought to hold up 
important legislation particularly at a time like now. We’ve got the JobSeeker rate increase 
coming into the Parliament in the next sitting week, the week after next, and to think that 



the crossbench might decide to challenge the ability for that to pass through the Parliament 
on a completely unrelated issue I think would reflect very badly on them. 
 
KIERAN GILBERT:  
 
The family of the deceased have said they would support any inquiry that would help 
provide information around the circumstances of their daughter’s death. Would it be better 
for all concerned if the SA Coroner did conduct an inquest?  
 
MINISTER RUSTON:  
 
Well obviously the decision in relation to holding that inquest is up to the South Australian 
authorities. But clearly all our hearts go out to the family of the woman, the tragedy and the 
grieving that they must be going through. Of course if that coronial inquest provides them 
with some closure then that would be a good thing but there is an appropriate process to go 
through and nobody should be interfering in the decisions of the South Australian Coroner 
in making those decisions. 
 
KIERAN GILBERT:  
 
What’s your reaction to the fact that this was revealed despite the family’s wishes? The 
parents didn’t want the allegations revealed in the first place. 
 
MINISTER RUSTON:  
 
That I think is probably the greatest tragedy that is before us now, is that we have a grieving 
family and if they didn’t want this information played out across the media then that is an 
extraordinarily traumatic time for them and made all that much more traumatic by the fact 
that it’s playing out in the media. I do hope that the wishes of the family are being 
considered in all of the actions that are being taken by all of the parties. Whether it be the 
media, whether it be her friends that are pursuing this, whether it be the commentary that 
we’ve seen from some of our colleagues in the Parliament, I really do hope that they are 
thinking about her family when they do this. 
 
KIERAN GILBERT:  
 
Labor and others are drawing a distinction between the Shorten allegations as opposed to 
those against Christian Porter, because the former were investigated, Mr Shorten 
questioned at length, then cleared. Do you accept that distinction? 
 
MINISTER RUSTON:  
 
The process that should be gone through in relation to any criminal matter and the 
correlation or the circumstances surrounding the two cases or allegations that you’re 
referring to, both of them were put before the police. The New South Wales Police have 
sought to investigate this matter and have decided that there was insufficient admissible 
evidence for them to be able to proceed with it. Similarly, Mr Shorten had a police 



investigation and they didn’t pursue that either. I think it’s very hard not to draw some sort 
of parallel between these two. But it doesn’t alleviate the consequences for people who are 
coming forward as victims of sexual assault, that they need to have their stories heard. But 
when criminal allegations are made those stories need to be held by the appropriate 
authorities to make sure that the rigid and appropriate process is adhered to. 
 
KIERAN GILBERT:  
 
We spoke about the family. What about the friends? They obviously had a different view, 
believed the allegations, wanted justice for their friend. Do you understand their keenness 
to pursue justice for their dead friend? 
 
MINISTER RUSTON:  
 
Look, you know, the solidarity they’re showing for their deceased friend is absolutely 
admirable but it doesn’t remove the need for us to operate under a rule of law in Australia 
that’s the same for everybody. Because somebody feels a certain way is not the test for 
whether it’s right or wrong. There are much more rigid tests that get put in place by the 
systems and by the police and in the case of this particular sad situation, possibly the 
Coroner. They are the appropriate channels in which to decide the validity of any claims that 
are being made, not somebody’s emotional thoughts about the matter. 
 
KIERAN GILBERT:  
 
Minister, as a senior woman in the Government, how difficult has the past few weeks been? 
 
MINISTER RUSTON:  
 
It is very difficult to be in a workplace that is clouded under the speculation that has been 
playing out in the media over the last few weeks, and I absolutely welcome the inquiry that 
Kate Jenkins is about to undertake for the Government because I think it is really important 
that we get some clarity around the processes that are in place in the Parliament. It provides 
us with an opportunity to be able to have a look at the culture and see if there are issues 
and make sure that we put in place processes so that everybody can feel safe in the 
parliamentary workplace. It is a bit of a different workplace. I mean, you’ve got 227 
different employers. We are FIFO, we’re fly in fly out to a large extent and so it is quite an 
unusual workplace. So I really will welcome the findings of Kate because I think it will only 
serve to make our workplace a better place. 
 
KIERAN GILBERT:  
 
Has there been a backlash against Liberal women? Have you heard anything along those 
lines off the back of these allegations? 
 
 
 
 



MINISTER RUSTON:  
 
No. I mean obviously it has been a matter that is constantly being raised and is the subject 
of great conversation around the dinner table and when you’re speaking with friends and 
colleagues. I would like to think that all of us, all of the women in the Parliament, are 
supportive of each other, and we make sure that we all work together to make this a better 
place and work with our male colleagues across all spectrums whether it be the Labor Party, 
the crossbench, the Greens or within our own parties to make sure that we make it better. 
But I think it is incumbent on the senior women in our party particularly to lead the way and 
make sure that we provide the best possible workplaces for our staff. But as I say I’m really 
keen to work with Kate to make sure that we’ve got the best workplace in Australia. 
 
KIERAN GILBERT:  
 
Yeah, that would be a good outcome, some change on that front. Just finally, I know that 
you are friends with Linda Reynolds, the Defence Minister, she’s on leave. It’s quite an 
extraordinary situation, two Ministers on mental health leave at the same time. Will Linda 
Reynolds be back, will she return as Defence Minister? 
 
MINISTER RUSTON:  
 
I’m absolutely sure that Linda will return. She has an underlying health condition which is 
very serious, it affects her heart, and she’s under doctor’s orders to take some time off. But 
I’m sure Linda will be back as strong as ever as soon as her doctor gives her the green light 
to return to Parliament. 
 
KIERAN GILBERT:  
 
Minister for Families and Social Services Anne Ruston. I look forward to talking about your 
policy areas very soon when we get another chance to chat. But for this morning, thanks so 
much for your time. 
 
MINISTER RUSTON:  
 
Thanks Kieran. 
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