
 

T h e  H o n.  D a v i d  L i t t l e p r o u d  M P  
 M i n i s t e r  f o r  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  N o r t h e r n  A u s t r a l i a  

D e p u t y  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l s  

 
 
 
 

 

T R A N S C R I P T  

T R A N S C R I P T  

Wednesday 2nd February 2022 
 

Minister Littleproud iv ABC Afternoon Briefing 
 
GREG JENNET: Well, let's put that, and some economic questions too, to Agriculture Minister and 
Deputy Nationals leader David Littleproud. He joins us from Warwick. And as someone who's 
probably absorbed a bit of news around the Prime Minister, David Littleproud, here's a cheeky one 
to get us started. What's the price of bread there in Warwick? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Look, mate, my partner bakes it, but when she's not here and I have to get 
it myself, it's around $2.50 the last time for some nice white that comes out of the bakery just down 
the road. 
 
GREG JENNETT: Let's clear out some of the - good answer, I guess - let's clear out some of the 
white noise, I suppose, around text messaging. Unwanted, unwelcome by many on the frontbench 
who have spoken today. What's your interpretation of it? Particularly, the mere act of disclosing 
those, leaking them to a journalist? What does that say about respect for Scott Morrison within the 
Coalition, now or at the time at which they were handed over? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Yeah, look, I don't think it's a great revelation that some people don't like 
one another down here in Canberra. That's been the nature of this place for some time. It's a 
competitive place. But it's a place where it's bringing together people from diverse backgrounds 
that wouldn't necessarily be friends outside of politics. And so Parliament House and politics has 
brought them together. And that's a good thing, because that diversity brings a different 
perspective and a different way of working through problems, and we get better outcomes. The fact 
they don't necessarily get on, I don't think really matters. And that's happened for history. We've 
had great partnerships. Hawke and Keating, Howard and Costello. I don't think they were sitting 
every Friday night knocking a couple of tinnies over together, but they go on with the job. They 
respected one another. Now the fact someone wants to play games, I think that's just a titillation of 
Canberra. I think the reality is most people are just worried about getting back to some normality, 
making sure they've got a dollar in their pocket, they can afford to send the kids off to play sport on 
the weekend, and hopefully save enough for a holiday at the end of the year. So I think these are 
the titillations of Canberra more than anything, and I don't think it's anything new. People haven't 
liked one another down in Canberra for some time, and I think people out in the real world 
understand that. 
 
GREG JENNETT: Understood, and Ministers have open lines of communication between 
themselves at all times. We've already observed here that there's some uncertainty about exactly 
who was at the other end of these alleged text messages. But in your own communications, are 
you in any way satisfied that it wasn't a federal- there's ambiguity, at least, but are you in any way 
satisfied that wasn't a fellow New South Wales Cabinet Minister? 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: I've got no idea. 
  
GREG JENNETT: In the Morrison Government, I should add, not the New South Wales 
Government. 
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DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Yeah, yeah. I've got no idea and I couldn't give a rat's. I mean I've got no 
doubt that there's probably some in the Cabinet that don't think a lot of me either. But when I walk 
in there, it's about being constructive, it's about making sure it's transactional, and it's about getting 
outcomes. Outcomes, from my perspective, for regional and rural Australia. And sometimes, I don't 
please people, and I know other people sometimes don't please me. But what is important is 
outcomes. What happens to those people out there that we're elected to serve. And what they 
want to do is they don't really care about whether we like one another, what they want to know we 
can work together to get outcomes. And I think if you look at today's results in the economy, we've 
worked pretty well together despite some personalities may not get on. 
 
GREG JENNETT: Economy up next, I promise, the very next question. But in the rough and 
tumble of politics, what, you would have written texts equally as damning of colleagues within the 
Cabinet, would you? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Mate, I'm not going to get into what I- who I text and what I text. But if I 
text somebody, I expect that to be respected. And obviously if someone wants to undertake this 
action, well, that's a reflection on them. But it's not going to stop the Government. I hardly think that 
someone playing silly buggers is really going to worry us. We've set a course, we've stuck to those 
values and principles that have got us to a position, not only on a health front but on an economic 
front that's the envy of the world. So if someone's got a grievance, let them roll the dice. But the 
rest of us will just move on. 
 
GREG JENNETT: Okay. So moving on for the Government means trying to drive to the line on sub 
4 per cent unemployment rate. But what's the situation in regional Australia? It's quite likely 
already, isn't it, that if you could measure these things, unemployment in the regions would already 
be there, possibly even have a two in front of it. And is that necessarily a good thing? Aren't you 
crying out for workers there? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well we are. And you're right. There are some shires and areas in regional 
Australia that do have unemployment rates, definitely with three and some probably pushing that 
two. And that's because agriculture is booming. We've got rain at long last. And things are moving. 
And the biggest constrain is labour in being able to get it, and housing. And so housing obviously 
we're expecting the states to pick up. I note that- credit where credit is due. Dan Andrews has 
announced $5 billion down in Victoria for public housing to ease some of that pressure. We hope 
that some of that goes to regional Victoria because I was in Horsham the other day, and the only 
thing holding them back was workers but also somewhere to house them. 
So, we've got to work together with the states. They've got to live up to their responsibility. We're 
trying to pull more people in, not just through the Pacific, but we've created the ag visa. And I know 
Marise Payne is working hard on those bilaterals to get the first four countries to sign up. And 
obviously, we're not just looking at transient workforce. What we'd like to see is- have a structural 
change of just having to rely on backpackers but to move to having people who've got skin in the 
game that are part of our communities, the next generation of migrants. That's what we're trying to 
do. That takes time. And you overlay it with a pandemic and closed international borders, we're 
slowly but surely whittling it away but we need to accelerate. We need to work with states to make 
sure we attack this from both areas. 
 
GREG JENNETT: Understood. But if the shortages are as acute as you say they are, there's 
actually an urgency here to get the ag visa planes flying with people on them. There's a broad 
agreement of some sort that's been sketched out with Indonesia. What's the best possible timeline 
for any foreign worker to come on one of those visas, in light of the Prime Minister's goals that are 
being set for the second half of this year? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Yeah, look, and Marise Payne has been working hard. Unfortunately, 
there's been sabotage by the AWU that have met with these ambassadors and embassies here in 
Australia, telling them not to sign up to it, because Australian farmers will exploit their workers… 
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GREG JENNETT: … foreign governments aren't listening to the AWU, are they? I mean, they talk 
to the Foreign Affairs Department and the Australian Government of the day. It could be argued it's 
a bit of buck passing. 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well these governments are dealing with their citizen safety, and they 
want to ensure that they won't be exploited. And while there is a small cohort, not only in 
agriculture, but any industry that do the wrong thing, we've got the safeguards that put in place. 
And if the AWU live up their responsibilities and simply reported the cases as they had them to the 
Fair Work Ombudsman and Commission, then we'd be able to address these issues, rather than 
go around and condemn. These jobs are market-tested… 
 
GREG JENNETT: But it's just a case of you winning an argument, isn't it? You having a better 
argument than the National Secretary of the AWU. 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: It is but it shouldn't have taken this long, because if we were- if Marise 
Payne was given that the clear air that she needed, she would have been able to clearly 
demonstrate that not only are we increasing penalties in the regulatory framework, but the Fair 
Work Commission's decision only recently that'll come into effect in April, that puts a minimum 
wage for agricultural workers as important. And so, those safeguards- and in fact, when I was in 
Indonesia last week, you look at equivalency there, it's around 2 million rupees a day they'd be 
earning on a base salary here in Australia working in agriculture. But what we're trying to say to 
them is it should be a pathway to progression, not just sit out in the fields, and we want to see them 
improve their skills but actually be part of the community rather than just come and go. We've seen 
that in some of the regional communities. If we bring this next generation of migrants, they grow 
regional Australia and they grow agriculture. That's what we've been built on. And this is the 
biggest structural change that we're trying to bring in probably in our nation's history probably for 
regional Australia, and we just need the clear air to finalise, and I think Marise Payne, from the 
conversations I had in Indonesia, is very close to finalising with Indonesia and a couple of other 
countries that are also very close to signing us. 
 
GREG JENNETT: Quantify that for us. Months, days, weeks? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Look, again, these are sovereign countries and you can't be disrespectful 
to them. They get to make their own decisions, dealing with their citizens, and they want to make 
sure they have everything in their minds safe and sound for them to come to Australia. So we're 
working through that. But I do know from the conversations I had with those ministers over there, 
from the conversations Marise Payne's had, is that she's obviously very close and has given, 
particularly the Indonesian Government, a lot of confidence around their citizens coming to 
Australia. 
 
GREG JENNETT: All right. Well, let's keep an eye on that and any progress that Marise Payne can 
make. David Littleproud from Warwick, thanks for joining us today and for the swat up on bread 
prices in the hometown. Agriculture Minister. 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Thanks, mate. 
 
GREG JENNETT: All right. Agriculture Minister and Deputy Nationals Leader David Littleproud 
joining us there. 
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