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PATRICIA KARVELAS: The National Party will meet today in Canberra in the wake of Barnaby 
Joyce's explosive text message describing the Prime Minister as a liar and a hypocrite. Scott 
Morrison says he's forgiven the Deputy Prime Minister for the outburst which occurred last year 
when Barnaby Joyce was a backbencher still. Nonetheless, National MPs are expected to tell their 
Leader to lift his game, with an election just months away. The texting scandal continues to dog the 
Government with Peter Dutton strongly denying Bob Carr's accusation that he's the Minister 
responsible for a separate SMS calling the Prime Minister a, and I quote, complete psycho.  
David Littleproud is the Deputy Leader of the Nationals and he joins us from Parliament. David 
Littleproud, welcome to the program. 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Yeah. Thanks for having me. 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: The country's still grappling with a health crisis which continues to kill 
people, and the Nationals are embroiled in yet another internal scandal. Can you understand how 
frustrated and fed up people are with the Government at the moment? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, the gallery is embroiled in all this and excited about all of this. But I 
can tell you, internally, we're just getting on with the job. Yes, there'll be a candid conservation at 
our Party Room, as there always is. But the focus is on outcomes, and that's what we are focused 
on as a Government. And the fact that it wants to continue to be kicked along by the Labor party 
from Bob Carr of all people. I mean, really? Is he a credible source on Peter Dutton? I mean, this is 
just an attempt to kick this along. We are focused on the outcomes of this nation in making sure we 
get the health settings right [indistinct] getting us out of COVID… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Okay, you say it's the gallery that's interested in this, and we hear this kind 
of deflection from the Government. But, have your colleagues been contacting you venting their 
frustrations about Barnaby Joyce? That's been reported. And that's not the gallery, that's your own 
Party Room. 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: There is, obviously, disappointment that we are at a juncture talking about 
this rather than our achievements and what we are focused on. That's what we want to continue to 
focus on. Now, this… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: But it's on your- it's on your Government that this discussion is going on. If 
these text messages are- this text message is from Barnaby Joyce, you can't blame the gallery for 
that. 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, when you're going to start running and kicking this along from a 
former Labor premier that says he knows what… 
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PATRICIA KARVELAS: No, no, no. I'm talking about the Barnaby Joyce text. That's what I'm 
asking you about. 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: No. No. But there is- there is responsibility on both sides in this case, PK. 
Real responsibility in making sure that if you're going to report a story, just to keep it kicking along, 
it has to be a credible source. So I could go out today and say, I've seen texts from Bill Shorten 
about Anthony Albanese… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Okay. You're talking- With respect- Yeah, but with respect, you're about 
something different. What will be… 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: No, no, no… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: … the message to the leader in the Party room today? The Nationals Party 
room? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: As simple as, let's continue to articulate the work that we've been doing in 
making sure that we get Australians through this COVID-19 pandemic; in having an economy that 
is the envy of the world, that have an unemployment rate - for the first time in 50 years it'll have… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Sure, you're going to talk about all of that. You're not going to be 
addressing Barnaby Joyce's text and what he said about the Prime Minister? And the way he 
conducts himself? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, of course we will. And we'll be saying that it's important that we're 
disciplined around how we conduct ourselves moving forward. But this was done before he was 
the Deputy Prime Minister. This was done when he was a backbencher and he wasn't overly 
happy about his lot in life.  
Now, I get it. But all I can do is work on the observations I also make. And I can honestly say that 
the relationship between Barnaby and Scott Morrison is very close. And in fact, some Nats say it's 
too close because the Nats like to remain separate and have a transactional relationship with the 
Libs. So I can only make my observations from what I see. And Barnaby… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: You're honestly telling me that Nationals bigger complaint is that Barnaby 
Joyce is too close to the Prime Minister? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, the National Party represents solely regional and rural Australia. 
That's what we care about. There's plenty of politicians running around in capital cities looking after 
capital city people. So all we're worried about is making sure we get our fair share. And so to do 
that, sometimes we have to actually stand our ground to make sure that we get a better deal. And 
that means that we have a transactional relationship with the Liberal Party and that's a good thing 
for regional and rural Australia. That's a good thing for the country. You don't want to get rid of 
diversity in our Parliament, and different ideas, and that's what we stand firmly by… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Okay. Barnaby Joyce offered his resignation to the Prime Minister which, 
given he's a National and not a Liberal, was really just a token. Should Barnaby Joyce do the same 
when the Nationals meet today? Call a leadership ballot to test his support? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: No, I don't think he will and I mean, the reality… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: No. Not, will- Not, what he will do. Should he? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: No. Look… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Why not? 
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DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, look, the National Party will make our own determinations, not 
anybody else. The sanctity in- of our Party Room is sacrosanct to all of us and we are the final 
arbiters. Now, the Deputy Prime Minister will obviously come in and give us an explanation, and 
set the record straight. But there is no mood for any change. We're simply getting on with the job. 
And we want to get on with focusing on articulating the work that we've done in trying times where 
there's been no rule book. And we've simply got this country to a point where our economy is really 
moving. We've got some challenges that we've got to fix in aged care… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Okay, so he will address- Just, with respect, absolutely all of those 
challenges should be addressed. But with respect, so you're saying he will address the Party 
Room about this? Will he- Well, do you think he will take questions? Will people be raising 
concerns with him? What will that look like? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Look, the National Party, Party Room is very robust. So there will 
obviously be interactions, don't worry about that - there always is. It doesn't matter what the issue 
is, no shrinking… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: What will you say? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, it's time to focus on the future. It's time to focus our efforts on 
articulating all the good work that we've done as a Government, and articulating or case to be re-
elected in three or four months' time. 
  
PATRICIA KARVELAS: But in terms of him lifting his game which we keep hearing, what should 
that look like? What are you advising the Nationals Leader? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, we all should- we all should. And this is about… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: No. Well, I'm- In relation to Barnaby Joyce. 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Yeah. No. Well, we all should because we've all got a responsibility and 
we should be disciplined about making sure that we're articulating what we've achieved, but also 
what the risks are of Anthony Albanese. Because no one's looked under the bonnet of that yet. No 
one's had a good hard look at Anthony Albanese and what he has to offer, and what he puts at risk 
for this nation's future. Can he be trusted? Does he have the experience to take us out? 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Okay. But what we're looking at is under- With respect, we're looking 
under the Government's bonnet right now. The leaked text messages… 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Yeah. 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: …may be from a year ago, but doesn't betray exactly what Barnaby Joyce 
thinks about Scott Morrison? A liar, a hypocrite, someone he has never trusted? He worked with 
him for a long time in the Cabinet. If that's what the Deputy Prime Minister thinks of the Prime 
Minister, what are the rest of us to make of Scott Morrison? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well that was Barnaby's opinion at a time in his career... 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Based on working with this man for a long time. 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: ... where his lot in life wasn't all that great. And so all I can say to you is 
the observations I make, and make on a daily basis, and the interactions and the working 
relationship between the Deputy Prime Minister and the Prime Minister is very close; is very, very 
close. In fact, I've dined with them at the lodge with the Deputy Prime Minister, the Prime Minister 
and Treasurer, and can see the closeness of the relationship, and the trust in the relationship. So 
what I would say is, yes, we all go through times in our lives where we're in a darker space 
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because it hasn't gone our way. But what I would say is that Barnaby now is part of a cohesive 
team that's delivering for this country. 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: You say Scott Morrison has never lied to you, but given the growing list of 
people from your own side of politics questioning the PM's character and honesty, why should 
anyone believe you? 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, I can only articulate what I've experienced in my career. But this 
shouldn't be earth shattering, PK, that we have people in the political system that don't like one 
another. We come from diverse backgrounds. And when you come together in this place called 
Parliament House into a competitive environment, there are always people who are going to tear 
people down. And this pile on the Prime Minister is just that. And there'll be people- I would 
suspect if you wanted to go through Bill Shorten's text messages about Anthony Albanese, they 
wouldn't be glowing. But that shouldn't be earth-shattering because… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Yeah, but you know the difference. You know the difference. It's about the 
leaking. If- When the leaking happens it demonstrates, does it not, that actually there - as 
happened in the case of the anonymous cabinet minister - that ultimately somebody leaks because 
they want the story out there. 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: And that's been through our history. I mean, there's been great 
partnerships that have still delivered. Hawke and Keating didn't like one another, but they still did 
some amazing things for this country - as did Howard and Costello. And to think of ... 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: So you're saying they don't have to love each other; they'll still do a good 
job. Is that what you're saying? 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Course. If people think… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: But you just told me that they're besties, essentially. I mean, which one is 
it? Are they besties? Or don't they like each other? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: PK, they like one another. And let me tell you that- but there will be people 
out there that don't get on. And it would be naive for journalists or the public to think that we all sit 
down here and sing Kumbaya and hold hands together. We come from diverse backgrounds with 
different beliefs. And of course, there is going to be a conflict of competitive tension there - that's 
nothing new, that's been going on for generations in politics. It's called politics. And you even see it 
in your own environment. I mean, you know,... 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Okay. Would you like Barnaby Joyce to stop texting? 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, depending on the content. 
  
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Okay. You'd like him to pull his head in? 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, I think we all have to make sure we simply focus on the goal of 
articulating the risks of Anthony Albanese and what we've achieved for this Government. 
  
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Okay. Your colleague, George Christensen, attended the big anti-vax rally 
in Canberra on the weekend. Hasn't he, yet again, undermined the Government's public 
messaging on COVID-19? 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, he's got a right to demonstrate. I don't agree with George, and I've 
been very public about that, and I've made it clear. And I've told George to his face that I think 
it's… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: When did you last tell him to his face? 



TRANSCRIPT 

 
T R A N S C R I P T  

  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: After the last aberration, which is probably a couple of weeks ago. He was 
telling… 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: So, are you going to address this one? 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well again, I'm not sure what his role was in that rally. But I don't think it's 
appropriate that he's out there putting a message against medical advice - that's not responsible 
and that's irresponsible. And people need to understand that they should only take their advice 
from their doctor. 
  
PATRICIA KARVELAS: And you say it's irresponsible, yet he has a right to protest. But as a 
member of the Nationals, would you like to see him not attend those protests? Given some of the 
radical elements involved? 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Definitely. But George is a free spirit. He won't be our candidate moving 
forward in Dawson. But the people of Dawson deserve to have a vote in Parliament House, and 
George will do that. And he may not vote with us on some legislations, as he has in the past. So 
obviously we are trying to make sure that George understands the important role and privilege that 
he has in being a member of Parliament. You should take that seriously and we shouldn't be giving 
medical advice, only doctors should. And that's the message that I gave him when I had a 
conversation with him. And it's important that we allow the medical profession to get their message 
across in what's important in keeping Australians safe during COVID 19. 
 
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Just finally, the Government is announcing today that rapid antigen tests 
will be tax deductible for workers and businesses. Given this is a public health measure, why not 
make them free for all people, which is Labor's promise? 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, the $13 billion worth is- someone's going to have to pay for that. I 
mean, let's get real on this. We've already put out $93 billion through this little thing called 
JobKeeper that kept the economy going, kept people in employment. We're helping those that 
can't afford it, and that's what our society's about. It's about helping those that are less fortunate 
and can't support themselves. Well, that's where Government intervenes.  
We can't do it for everybody. Someone has to pay the bill. And you've got to be responsible about 
pulling the levers that'll continue to keep this economy growing that we've done. Stick to the values 
and principles that we've held all the way through this, that has got our unemployment rate to what 
will be the first time in 50 years to have a three in front of it. So, you know, this is great to have this 
largesse. But it just shows the risks of Anthony Albanese, that it's all about politics and it's not 
about substance and about honesty to the Australian people about how you pay for this. 
  
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Alright. David Littleproud, we're out of time. Thanks for joining me this 
morning. 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Any time. Thanks for having me. 
  
PATRICIA KARVELAS: Deputy Nationals Leader, David Littleproud there. 
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