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DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Ask away. 
 
QUESTION: Concerning the Nationals are meeting today, what are you expecting to say 
to Barnaby Joyce about the text messages that have been leaked? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, that we need to do better. We simply need to focus our 
efforts on articulating the risks of Anthony Albanese to this country and getting us out of 
COVID-19. And focus on articulating exactly what we've achieved in having an economy 
that's the envy of the world; having one of the highest vaccination rates. But making sure 
that when we spend Australian taxpayers' money, we're using the values and principles 
that are going to grow the economy, not tear it apart. 
 
QUESTION: Is Barnaby's leadership safe? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Of course it is. I mean, one thing you'll get out of the National 
Party, Party Room is honesty, and candid honesty, and that's what we pride ourselves on, 
and that's what's sacrosanct to the National Party, Party Room. You always know where 
you stand. But what we're going to continue to do is make sure that we're focused on 
regional and rural Australia in particular, being Nats. 
 
QUESTION: What did you think when you read the contents of that text message? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Oh look, obviously that was from a time- I mean, you've got to put 
it in context of when it was written. It was written when Barnaby, his lot in life wasn't all that 
great, and he was obviously in a darker space then he was now. All I can work on is the 
observations I make of seeing Scott Morrison and Barnaby Joyce work together. They are 
close. 
 
QUESTION: If somebody had worked with Prime Minister for a long time considers him to 
be a hypocrite and a liar, why shouldn't the Australian people think exactly the same thing? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, I don't think Barnaby was working as closely as he is now 
with the Prime Minister. 
  
QUESTION: He's been working him for many years … 
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DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, I can see people from afar and make observations, and it's 
not until I get closer and spend more time with them that my opinion changes. So, Scott 
Morrison and Barnaby Joyce, I can say, have a very close relationship. And some Nats 
think it's too close because we like to keep our distance from the Libs in making sure that 
we have a transactional relationship in achieving what we want for regional and rural 
Australia. But the Prime Minister's got to lead for the entire country and sometimes there is 
conflict. That's not a bad thing. That brings diversity to this place. And that's what we 
should actually promote. 
 
QUESTION: Michael McCormack just said, on the ABC, that if enough colleagues ask him 
to run he would seriously consider that. Is that a possibility? Is that a danger? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: No, I'm not going to comment on what my other colleagues are 
aspiring to. I think there's 21 in that Party Room that want to be leader and, always, if the 
opportunity came, they'd take it. But I don't envisage any, any challenge or any issues 
today, apart from a candid and honest conversation about how we make sure we convince 
the Australian people of the risk of Anthony Albanese. 
 
QUESTION: Has anyone asked you about running in the past 48 hours? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: No. 
 
QUESTION: Just on that, Labor have consistently attacked the Prime Minister's credibility. 
Are you not doing their work for them in these- these text messages coming out. These 
distractions? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, hold on. Let's look at the latest distraction. It's from Bob 
Carr. I hardly think he's a credible source. I mean, the guy is kicking this along for his party 
to keep it going. I mean, really? We're actually referencing Bob Carr? Now, if he was 
referencing texts he'd seen from Bill Shorten about Anthony Albanese, I'd believe it. In 
fact, I'd probably say that there's probably a few of them kicking around.  
But really, I mean, this is just the Labor Party's desperate attempt to keep this in the news. 
Because they know that there is a good story to tell what Australians have achieved during 
one of the biggest challenges we face since the Second World War. And that's what we're 
going to continue to focus on in making sure the Australian people understand that it's not 
about politics, it's actually about people and it's about them. And that's what we're focused 
on. 
 
QUESTION: The text messages are one thing but isn't it unhelpful to have a former leader 
of the Nationals Party actively say that he would consider taking that job if it come up, and 
campaign on live television? Isn't that another sign of disunity in the Nationals? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: No, it's not, it's about a man that gave a lot to his country and says 
that he still wants to contribute. I think that's a good thing. But what the biggest caveat on 
all that is, is the National Party, Party Room. That- The leadership of the National Party is 
a gift of the National Party room. And you know, the reality is there'll be plenty that have 
aspirations. But whether- Or, if it comes to fruition is another thing.  
Thanks, guys. 
  
QUESTION: Minister, have you spoken to Mr Joyce? 
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DAVID LITTLEPROUD: I spoke to him on Saturday - I think it was the latest I spoke to Mr 
Joyce. And we've talked about the matters at hand. I'd done some TV interviews on 
obviously the issue, and obviously, he's working as hard as I can to make sure that today 
we recast our message around what we're trying to achieve for regional and rural 
Australia. 
  
QUESTION: Should Mr Joyce out his source, as he's been calling for the Government? 
  
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, he is the source. 
  
QUESTION: No, no, no. The person, the third party who sent the message to who leaked 
it. He would obviously know who it is. 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, I don't think that really matters. I think the fact that Barnaby 
has shown leadership and ownership and said that he made this statement at a time in his 
life where his lot in life wasn't all that great. 
  
QUESTION: Well, why did [indistinct] to the other Cabinet Minister? 
 
DAVID LITTLEPROUD: Well, let's just- And let me make this clear - I'd still question 
whether it is a Federal Cabinet Minister. I really do question the fact, whether it's that and I 
think the journalist in question needs to give his account of that, because I think he's tried 
to cast doubt on many of my colleagues that I think is unreasonable. But look, Barnaby, 
Barnaby has made it clear he sent it and it was intended for Brittany and that was where it 
went to.  
Thanks, guys. 
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